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De.r Honor.ble M1ch.el K. Powell,

I .m wr1t1n, to you tOd.y to .Ik you to conlider IUp
port1n, the ICHOSTAR/Q1rect TV mer.er th.t 11 betore
the F.C.C.

The mer.er will free up Ipectrum currently uled by
the two comp.n1el'.nd will be .v.11.ble ;1n1•• m.r·
ketl, verlUI the 4. now curre~tly .v.11.dll.

I .110 believe thlt the mer.er would p'rov1debeuer
lerv1ce, more cho1ctl, more competitive pr1c1n••nd •
vi.ble .1tern.t1ve to c.ble comp.n1el.

The proposed mer,er would .110 .1ve rur.l .re.1 bet·
ter' .ccell for h1.h Ipeed internet .ccell vi. th~

l.tell1te sYltem.' aUl1nellel .nd IchoOll would bene
fit .re.tly by th1l mer.er, .1 they wouldn't h.ve t.
rely on • c.ble modem lerv1ce or • DSL line, which i.
too costly to build up in rur.l .rt... Rurl\ ar.e..
Ihould h.ve the,Slml .ccell to technolo,y that I cur
rently enjoy at home .nd in my Im.H bUI1ntl'.

Th.nk you for conlider1n. your lupport in the
ICHOSTAR/D1 rect TV mlr.er that 11 now befort tht
F.C.C.

S~¥ri' II" ~-_
Al110n a.rn. M.rtin~ ~'. -.
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20544
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January 23, 2002

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am contacting you to ask your support for the Echostar/Direct TV
merger. The benefits to consumers will mean more programming
choices and competitive pricing. This merger, if approved by the
F.C.C. and D.O.J., will provide an excellent alternative to Cable TV.
Today Cable TV controls nearly 80% of the pay TV household market
with little or no competition because of their franchises. Real
competition will only keep rapidly growing cable prices down and be
an incentive for them to give the consumer better service.

The underserved rural areas will also benefit from the merger because
of the potential use of interactive TV and broadband Internet access
in schools and businesses. The cost to install cable in rural areas is
very high, and Direct Broadcast Satellite TV is relatively cheap
because it is just a simple matter of hooking a small satellite dish to
your TV; the infrastructure is already in place. I encourage you to
look at the facts, and I hope you can support this merger.

Sincerely,

.~··9~·u..-
/':~~yn J. Shields

Jackson County Executive

KJS:kn

.. -- -"- _... ---_._.._-------- ----
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PRAGMATic
MARkETiNG

fhe H\l11l11'uhk Michu,,1 K, l'\lwell
( 'hulrtl1ill1
h'llerul C\ll11UlIII1IcUll\lI1S ('tlll1l11lssi\l11
445-1.211

' Strtl~t, S,W,
WMhil1gttlll, hoC 20.'144

I lIrg\1 Y\lU til d\'I1Y the 111crg\'I' \l f IkhtlS1llt!tJ IREC'IY Huvillg rtlud U1UI1Y tlr the
etlll1l11Clils 1Ii1,>,utly I1lcd, it Is t,lwlous hl111C thllllh" [11\111t1111l11ls t1nhilli1~rl!lilr huvll iIltltl!llld
I1l'uhlk l'eluliollS ('ut1111111!!1l ttl11ctlltOlllc tli suhl1llt "t(lI'ti1 Ittt~t'" col1ill1~t1ts, 1'h~ fuct thut
tl1('h IPllt'l' <'I1I1I1I111S Ihe Millt wmdilw IIhmll I",w Ihe I1H'I't.tl' would "clilltlllUle t1utllkllllvtl
progmlll1l1ll1l!, Idls 111(' IlttSli U1'\J luhhyisllUhol& I'dulI!;. JUU wilh lUIS olljllilllilly llUt IlIlIl
Ih\lllghl.

This h1ergtl' wmlltt ('1'cUlt UUl\111o[1oly Ihr which 1101:11)dy could cotl1Pilt~, lhlillilltllltlpoly
IVtluld 11('Nlllt 1I1111uHI\'d Wit€! hlkcs lUld I(md to Pll01' \'ustt1l1i\1t iIllltvlt€!, Why do ytlllthluk
Ihe tllhlc tOUlplil1y hus suth II PliU!' 1'e11ll11l110If"

1\1)' hlggcsl\'Ollttll'll Is Ih\' ttlslofcl\ulllll1tl1l lhul I hliv€! i1Wt'sll.'d Iu whkh wmlld hlll:Olll~

lIsd\Jss iflhls 111('rgel' is 11t'lillitllltL t)ul'illg thlliusl }'t'UI\ lht' 11\1I11t1111i1 vldt'li rtlCIlI'lll2r hilS
he('\lll1(' vt'I'y 11'11111hll', UUll\'I' Ihc UltUlt' Rt:lllll1ylV ulld 1'1\'th Ih\1st' UUlls lirtl V\1ry
\J\1'('lIsl\c (1lhmll S4(0) Illill Sl1l11C It'll ui 1'(' uttlli t10llHl SIlI'vltll dUIl'ges, t llWIl Iltrt:lt' Il t'Uh1!!t'
1I1liis 1I1nllg wllh I1v\' nlhlil' rt'l.'civcI·s. 111 uti, I hllv€ UI't:lr S1500 il1V\1slllllltl !lllUiP1111l11L

I hdlt'IL' lhul HdlliSlut ('luillIs Ihut tltty \1111 "1'cpllll.'ll" tltll t'llulr1l11€11I with tln'll' liMI.
WdL l'I'c tl'i\lllth('It' or1cl'i1lg (Rt'llluy'l'VI Ullt! I dlill'llike or wlItll It I IllVI.' l11y llvt1!!
1II1,I ,1011'[ 1\'11111 In givc [hlll11l11', no II'\! rmlll)' 11t:lllcl'c Ihul EthliStUI' Is gtlll1!l to rtlpI IiI'II
ull nflht IIljulll111Cll11lillt Dil'cl'TV UWllt:lI'S PliSS\1SS II lIlt tlill1lltll'uhle or better Ulllt!!
l\ithnUll'liltl'gC'.'

Ynu h('IIIII' g('llliut pl'UI1118\1 ill \Irltllig! Whlll'C 11111 I III gu Inhc}' lIoln livc up tilihilll'
pl'nl11iel's'!

Craig W sllili
PrcsldlllllCl i O
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CAPITOL OFFICE
State Capitol

201 West Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, MO 65101-6806

Tele: 573-751-2077
E-Mail

bluetkem@servioos.stilte.mo.us
Toll Free: 877-571-7247

FAX: 573-5lI!-2441

HUME dlllliss
P.O. Box 147

Sl. Elizabeth, MO 65075
Tele: 573-493-2395

January 23, 2002

IbAINI bUlf'ICIMIVIR
State Representative

District 115
Minority Caucus Chairman

COMMITTEES
Appropriations

General Administration

Banks and Financial Institutions

Insurance

Rules, Joint Rules, Bills Perfected
and Printed

Tourism, Recreation and Cultural
Affairs

Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 - 121h Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20544

Re: EchoStar Communications & Hughes Electronics Merger

Dear Mr, Powell:

I am writing to encourage your favorable consideration of the pending merger of EchoStar
Communications and Hughes Electronics which is before the Department of Justice. While
there are some who argue that the merger will inhibit competition, I believe that the new
company will pave the way for greater competition with the cable companies who control about
80% of the pay television households in the United States.

The new company will also be able to reach additional markets because of the programming
and administrative efficiencies realized by the proposed merger. Rural areas, such as my
legislative district, many times do not have access to high speed Internet service. Direct
broadcast satellite TV offered by the newly merged company will be able to provide interactive
educational programs in many schools. This is just another example of permitting a viable
competitor to deliver more program choices and improved services.

I encourage you to review the facts and hope that you can support the merger.

"iJ4' ~BI"""~~
115th District

BUsb


